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Victimization: Examining the Fear of Mass Shootings
Isa Alarcon
Department of Political Science, Chapman University; Orange, California
Introduction to Research
This study explores contributing factors to the
public’s perceived risk of becoming a victim of
mass/random shootings.
The term “mass shooting” is defined as:
• an incident in which four or more people are
shot and killed
• an incident in which four individuals are shot
or wounded
Public perception of fear is influential in
shaping larger policies on the national level;
for example:
• Debate over U.S. gun policies has become
politicized
• Democrats show more support towards
stricter laws on guns and regulating gun
control
Mass shootings are typically non-racialized,
affecting anyone
• Minority groups are believed to fear the
most violence in America
Most people experience tragic events through
the media, creating a sense of panic
• Media attention is important, as it can be
interpreted differently
• Ex: school shootings receive extensive
media attention, creating extreme levels of
panic among different age groups (students,
school administrators, and parents)
• Media also tends to glorify or idolize these
types of crimes

Finding

Hypotheses:
H 1: Based on the partisan divide on gun control, Democrats are more likely to fear becoming a victim of a mass
shooting compared to Republicans.
H 2: Social media as a news platform is easily accessible and heavily influential, thus people who receive their
news from such platforms are more likely to fear victimization.
H 3: Fear of being a victim of a mass shooting varies heavily based on age, race/ethnicity, and gender.
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H 2: Social Media Influence
Respondents who receive their news from social
media are 7.5% more likely to fear victimization
than those who sometimes receive news on
social media and 20% more likely than those who
never receive their news from social media.
However, 53.8% of respondents who receive
news from social media are not afraid.
H 3: Respondent’s Background and
Characteristics
People of Color are typically more likely to fear
becoming a victim of a violent crime. 61.1% of
Hispanics, 59.7% of Asians, and 53.4% of Blacks
reported that they are fearful. This is a dramatic
difference compared to 28.6% of Whites who are
afraid.
The age group 18-29 is significantly more fearful
(63.5%) of becoming a victim of such crime
compared to the older generations, who range
from 29%-39%.

Conclusions

Prior Research
The Partisanship Gap / Party Divide
• Republicans are four times more likely than
Democrats to say gun rights are more
important than gun control 76% vs 19% (Pew
Research Center, 2018)
• Difficult for Congress to pass legislation, only
few policies receive broad support
Media Influence
• Cultivation Theory examines the exposure to
media for long periods and how it alters the
viewer's perception of reality (Intravia, 2017)
• Agenda Setting Theory explores how media
influences the public agenda by emphasizing
attention and importance to certain issues
(Feezell, 2017)
Effects of Age, Sex, and Race
• The effects of age, race, and sex were found
consistently significant when they were
related to media consumption and fear
(Intravia, 2017)

H 1: Partisanship Divide
The results show that Democrats were 21% more
fearful than Republicans of becoming a victim of a
mass shooting. However, the data shows that
more than half of Democrats are not afraid.

Table Interpretation
• The table measures gender, age, race/ethnicity, social media news, online news websites, local tv news, and
party identification in reference to the respondent’s response to the fear of becoming a victim of a mass
shooting.
• Gender has a significance level of .001. Women were more likely than men to fear victimization.
• Race and Ethnicity were statistically significant. Those who identified as Hispanic or Asian had a significance
level of .001, and had a greater percentage of fear.
• Age has a significance level of .001. Respondents of the younger generation reported greater levels of fear.
• Party Identification has a significance level of .001. Those who identified themselves as being more Democratic
feared becoming a victim of a mass shooting compared to those who identified as more Republican.
• The various news sources were significant, however, were less impactful.

▪ Although partisan levels are lower than half
regarding the fear of mass shootings, a
significant gap between Democrats and
Republicans persists.
▪ The relationship between social media news
and the fear of being a victim of a mass
shooting is weak but significant.
▪ Despite mass shootings being nonracialized, most fearful respondents were
people of color.
▪ It is significant that the younger the person,
the more likely they are afraid of becoming a
victim of a shooting
▪ Women are more likely than men to fear
victimization.
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